Empowering You Through Every Step of the Journey

Simplifying Family Law:
Support, Clarity, and Solutions

Discover the key to navigating family law challenges
with confidence. This guide offers expert advice,
practical tips, and essential resources to help you
manage divorce, property settlement, and parenting
arrangements effectively.
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Property Settlement Readiness
Assessment

A detailed worksheet to help you evaluate your readiness for
property settlement, ensuring all financial details and
personal considerations are accounted for before
negotiations.

Safeguarding You With Our Essential
Divorce
A step-by-step guide designed to help you stay organised

during your divorce, covering legal, financial, and emotional
preparations.

Checklist For Filing A Divorce Online

A straightforward checklist to guide you through the process
of filing for divorce online, ensuring you meet all legal
requirements with ease.

Essential Criteria For Choosing A
Family Lawyer
A helpful guide outlining the key factors to consider when

selecting a family lawyer suited to your needs and
circumstances.

Domestic Violence Helpline Directories

An invaluable resource listing trusted helplines and
support services for those affected by domestic or family
violence.

Visit our website for more information and guide

@ ferrallco.com.au



https://ferrallco.com.au/
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Financial Planning And Budgeting
During The Divorce Process
A guide to assist you in managing your finances and

creating a practical budget during the divorce process,
ensuring stability and financial security.
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Checklist For Preparing For Family
Court
A comprehensive checklist to help you gather necessary

documents, understand the process, and feel confident
when preparing for family court proceedings.

Parenting Plan Agreements

A professionally crafted template to assist you in creating
a clear and effective parenting plan that addresses the
needs of your family.
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Checklist For Applying For A Domestic
Violence Order
A user-friendly checklist to guide you through the steps

of applying for a domestic violence order, ensuring all
legal requirements are met.

How To Split Assets During Divorce
Without Conflict?

A practical guide offering strategies and tips for dividing
assets amicably during a divorce, prioritising fairness and
avoiding disputes.

Visit our website for more information and guide

@ ferrallco.com.au



https://ferrallco.com.au/
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Property Settlement

Readiness Assessment

Understanding the Process

e Property settlements can be finalised through binding
financial agreements or consent orders.

o Legal advice is essential for financial agreements to
ensure validity.

o Consent orders are simpler but may still benefit from
legal guidance for a smooth process.

Document Collection

Gather essential financial documents, including:

o Real estate certificates, mortgage details, and loan
statements.

¢ Insurance policies (life, health, home).

e Income records like tax returns and pay slips.

o Liquid assets (bank accounts, shares).

o Liabilities (credit cards, loans, utility bills).

¢ Maintain records of personal belongings and property
renovations.

Property Valuation

Engage professionals for accurate valuations of:
o Real estate (homes, investment properties).
o Personal property (jewellery, furniture, art).

o Businesses (market value, assets, growth potential). Assessing Contributions

e Recognise financial contributions like mortgage
payments or property acquisitions.

¢ Value non-financial contributions such as child care,
home renovations, or business advice.

Considering Future Needs

o Evaluate factors like reduced earning capacity or
primary child-raising responsibilities.

¢ Adjustments in division may be needed to ensure
fairness.

Seeking Professional Guidance

o Work with legal and valuation experts to ensure a
comprehensive approach.

o Ferrall & Co. Lawyers assist with document
preparation, valuation, and understanding
entitlements.

Proper preparation avoids surprises and ensures fair outcomes.
Reach out for professional consultations to navigate the property settlement process effectively.

Read the complete assessment

www . ferrallco.com.au
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https://ferrallco.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Property-Settlement-Readiness-Assessment.pdf
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Safeguarding You With Our
Essential Divorce

Check Eligibility I
Must meet residency and separation
requirements.

Prove Separation

Show evidence like living apart or
separate finances, even under one
roof.

Collect Documents

Include marriage certificates,
counseling certificates (if married <2
years), and proof of separation.

File Online

Register, complete forms, upload
documents, and pay the fee.

Serve Papers

Use a third party or professional
service to notify your spouse.

Final Order

Divorce is final one month and one
day after approval.

Read the complete Essential Divorce Checklist
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www . ferrallco.com.au


https://ferrallco.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Ferrall-Co.-Lawyers-Free-Divorce-Checklist.pdf
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Checklist For Filing A Divorce
Online

Prepare Documents

Choose solefjoint, gather affidavits,
certificates, and translated marriage
certificate if needed.

Register:
Create an account on the
Commonwealth Courts Portal.

Apply
Complete forms, upload documents,
sign, and pay fees.

Serve
Notify spouse via third party or
post.

Finalise
Divorce is final in one month and
one day.

Read the guide tofile a divorce

www . ferrallco.com.au
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https://ferrallco.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/How-to-Apply-for-Online-Divorce-Application.pdf
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Essential Criteria For Choosing

Family Lawyer

Expertise

Ensure they specialise in family
law and have relevant
experience.

Reviews

Check client feedback for
insights into their effectiveness.

Local Connection

A local lawyer knows court
systems and community
dynamics.

Read the guide to choose a family lawyer

Communication

They should be responsive and
explain the legal process clearly.

Skills

Look for expertise in both
mediation and litigation.

Fees

Understand costs upfront to stay
within budget.

Comfort

Choose someone empathetic and
easy to work with.

www . ferrallco.com.au
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https://ferrallco.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Choosing-a-family-lawyer.pdf
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Domestic Violence Helpline
Directories

0000
XXX XXX X

DVConnect

Womensline
1800 811 811

DVConnect

Mensline
1800 600 636

Kids Helpline
1800 551 800

1800 Respect
1800 737 732

Sexual Assault
Helpline

1800 010120

Lifeline
131114

If in danger, contact the police or these helplines immediately.
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Financial Planning and Budgeting
During the Divorce Process

Understand Costs

Divorce filing fee: $1060 (or $350 for
financial hardship).

Legal fees vary (e.g., joint application:
$1000, property settlement: $3000).

Budgeting

Track expenses for legal, court, and
living costs.

Create a detailed budget for financial
cClarity.

Financial Planning

Assess assets, liabilities, and
long-term impact.

Seek professional advice for
stability.

Read more about financial planning.and budgeting during divorce

www . ferrallco.com.au

N, Gy


https://ferrallco.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Financial-Planning-and-Budgeting-During-the-Divorce-Process.pdf
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Checklist For Preparing For
Family Court

Legal Guidance

Consult a family lawyer for advice on
your rights and obligations.

Organise Documents

Prepare financial records, evidence,
and communication logs.

Mediation Options

Explore mediation to resolve disputes 5
out of court.

Financial Preparation R

S8 -
Assess assets, liabilities, and income ‘
for settlements. Child custody

Focus on the child's best interests and
co-parenting plans.

Emotional Readiness

Seek support to manage stress
during proceedings.

Safety Measures

Address domestic violence with
protective orders if needed.

Court Etiquette

Be punctual, respectful, and adhere to
legal protocols.

Read more about Checklist For Preparing_For Family Court

www . ferrallco.com.au
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https://ferrallco.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Checklist-for-Preparing-for-Family-Court.pdf
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Template For Parenting Plan
Agreements

Living Arrangements

Decide where the children will live and
whether time is split between parents or
primarily with one.

Education

Plan school choices, holidays, and
educational activities.

Special Occasions

Outline how birthdays, holidays, and
special days will be managed.

Parental Responsibility

Define responsibilities for major decisions
on health, education, and religion.

Communication

Set clear guidelines for how parents will
communicate about the child's needs.

Safety Concerns

Address any history of domestic violence or other
safety considerations.

Extended Family Involvement

Include the role of grandparents or other significant
family members.

Legal Considerations

Parenting plans are not legally binding unless turned
into a court-approved consent order.

Support Networks

Maintain regular updates and seek professional legal
guidance when needed.

Read more about Parenting Plan Agreements
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https://ferrallco.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Template-for-parenting-plan-agreements-3.pdf
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Checklist For Applying For A
Domestic Violence Order

Required Documents

« DVO1 Form: Available online or at the
Magistrates Court.

« Statutory Declaration: Signed by a
Justice of the Peace.

« Supporting Evidence: Police reports,
medical records, photos.

« ID Documents: Personal ID and
children’s birth certificates (if applicable).

Support Services

e DVConnect Womensline: 1800 811
811

¢ 1800 Respect: 1800 737 732

e Lifeline:131114

Steps to Apply

1.Gather Evidence: Create a timeline
of incidents.

2.Complete DVO1 Form: Fill out online
or at court.

3.Sign Declaration: Witnessed by a
Justice of the Peace.

4. Attach Documents: Include all
relevant evidence.

5.Submit Application: In-person or by
post to Magistrates Court.

Read more about Checklist for applying for
a domestic violence order
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https://ferrallco.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Checklist-for-Applying-for-a-Domestic-Violence-Order-.pdf
https://ferrallco.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Checklist-for-Applying-for-a-Domestic-Violence-Order-.pdf
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How To Split Assets During Divorce
Without Conflict?

Steps to Minimise Conflict

Gather Financial Information

¢ Collect bank statements, tax returns, and pay stubs.
e List all assets and liabilities.

Determine Marital vs. Non-Marital Assets

Identify assets acquired during the marriage vs. before
or through inheritance.

Appraise Assets

Obtain professional appraisals for valuable items like real
estate and jewellery.

Create an Inventory

List all assets with appraised values, including debts and
personal property.

Consider Tax Implications

Consult a financial advisor for tax consequences on asset .
division. Negotiate a Settlement

Discuss terms with your spouse or use
mediation if necessary.

Draft and Review the Agreement

- Document the division of assets and debts.
- Have a lawyer review it before court approval.

Update Legal Documents

Change beneficiaries and update titles for
properties and accounts.

Finalise the Divorce

Ensure all paperwork is signed and filed, and
secure the divorce decree.

Implement the Agreement

Transfer titles, divide assets, and complete
Read more about How to split assets financial obligations.

during_divorce without conflict?

www . ferrallco.com.au
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https://ferrallco.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/how-to-split-assets-during-divorce-without-conflict.pdf
https://ferrallco.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/how-to-split-assets-during-divorce-without-conflict.pdf
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We hope this Complete Family Law Guide

. ] . Let us help you take the next
has provided you with the clarity and step towards a secure and
confidence to navigate your family law positive future.
journey. At Ferrall & Co., we are committed
to offering compassionate, reliable, and
expert support to help you through every
step of the process.

Ferrall & Co. Lawyers — Your
trusted partners in family law.

Whether you're preparing for mediation,
drafting parenting plans, dividing assets, or
addressing any other family law matter, our
experienced team is here to guide you with
practical solutions tailored to your needs.

If you have any
guestions or need
personalised
assistance, don't
hesitate to reach out.

Remember, every family situation is
unique, and seeking professional legal
advice is essential to protect your interests
and achieve the best possible outcome.
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